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Town/City: |= Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
Eastham Center 


Photograph 


Address: 1800 Bridge Road 

Historic Name: Doane — Badford House 

Uses: Present: single-family residence 
Original: single-family residence 

Date of Construction: ca. 1788 

Source: deeds, vital statistics, censuses 

Style/Form: Federal/Cape Cod 

Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
View from NW. Foundation: parged masonry 


Wall/Trim: wood clapboard/wood 


Locus Map (north at top) 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Barn, late 19" c. 
Water tower, late 19" c. 
tittle Major Alterations (with dates): 
Muddy Pond Wings added to ends & rear, late 19" & early 20" c. 


Condition: good 

Moved: no] yesL] Date: 

Acreage: 6.937 

Setting: The property is located on a historic road among 
other 18"- and 19'"-century houses. More recently, large 


Source: Mass GIS Oliver Parcel Wiewer ; lots have been subdivided with the addition of mid-20th- 
century dwellings. 


Recorded by: Kathryn Grover & Neil Larson 
Larson Fisher Associates 


Organization: Eastham Historical Commission 


Date: June 2020 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[x] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Doane — Bradford House is a one-story wood frame, gable-roof single dwelling with a traditional center-chimney plan and 
rear kitchen wing. Its five-bay front fagade contains a center entrance with a transom. The roof eaves are tight to the walls, 
although gutters have been added to the fascia giving the sense of cornices. End walls were designed to have two windows 
widely-spaced on the first story and two smaller attic windows in the gable. Small one-story additions now cover the rear window 
on the first story; the southern addition includes a porch. Characteristic of this house type in the 19" century is the long, one- 
story kitchen wing extending from the rear. Although it has no chimney now, one would have been located in the ridge in a 
partition separating the kitchen adjacent to the house from service areas in the rear. There are doorways on both sides; 
fenestration has been altered. A small one-story wing with wood shingle siding, an oriel window facing the street and an exterior 
chimney on the gable end for an interior fireplace has been added to the rear of the kitchen wing more recently. 


A small story-and-half barn with a clipped-gable roof located behind the house appears to have been erected in the late 1800s. it 
has a central wagon door on a hanging track and flanked by windows; a smaller doorway at the northern end of the fagade 
represents what had been the stable section. A chimney is located near the center of the rioof and a two-bay garage wing has 
been added to the south end of the building. The barn was probably built during the time Aaron Bradford owned the farm, and it 
may have had functions associated with asparagus growing. Likewise, a wood stave water tower elevated on a timber structure 
on the south side of the driveway leading from the road to the barn appears to be associated with that part of the property’s 
history. 


The seven-acre parcel is largely wooded. Presumably, it was here and on an adjoining parcel subdivided in 1979 where 
asparagus was grown (Fig.1). A small yard creates an open buffer for the house. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

Local historians have not determined when Bridge Road was laid out between King’s Highway and Rock Harbor, but some form 
of the road was probably in place from the mid-seventeenth century, and it appears on the 1795 Josiah Rogers map of the town. 
Rock Harbor in Orleans was a significant port in the packet trade to and from Boston, Salem, Maine, and the Canadian maritime 
provinces, and the shore west of where Bridge Road takes its turn to the north was the site of numerous saltworks until the mid- 
1800s. When the salt industry disappeared after 1840, houses to process and store fish taken in weirs in Cape Cod Bay 
replaced them. The northern part of the road was created in 1837, when the first bridge from which the road took its name was 
built over Boat Meadow Creek. The road connected with Samoset Road and at last connected Rock Harbor to Eastham center. 
Houses at this northern end of the road, built as they were close to the center of town, predate this extension. 


The chain of title for the house and land at 1800 Bridge Road is undocumented before 1870, but local historians hold that the 
house was probably built by Heman Doane (1764-1846), who married Rebecca Young of Eastham in 1788; he probably built the 
house about that time. Doane was the son of John Doane (ca 1738-1800) and Betsey Snow and a sixth-generation descendant 
of Eastham pioneer John Doane, who had come from England to Plymouth by 1633 and to Eastham with six others by 1645 or 
1646. Heman Doane was the first to bear that given name in Eastham, and, like other early Bridge Road householders, he was a 
salt manufacturer for at least part of his working life. A 1902 Doane genealogy states that he lived “near the Herring Pond burial 
ground,” which stands on the east side of Bridge Road just west of Herring Pond.' 


No deeds exist transferring land to Heman Doane; if they exist they were likely destroyed in the early nineteenth-century 
Barnstable County registry fire. The 1790 federal census lists him in Eastham with four in his household—himself, his wife 
Rebecca, their eldest son Barnabas (born 1788) and one other male in Heman’s age bracket. The 1798 Federal Direct Tax 
assigns one dwelling to Heman Doane. In 1800 there were nine in his household; the couple had all told nine children— 
Barnabas, Heman Jr., Abner (who would be lost at sea in 1822), Isaac Y., Abigail, Abijah, Rebecca, Betty, and Sophronia— 


1 Josiah Paine, “Early Settlers of Eastham: Containing Sketches of All Early Settlers of Eastham,” Library of Cape Cod History and Genealogy, 
no. 32 (Yarmouthport, MA: C. W. Swift, 1916), 1-2, 9-11; Alfred Alder Doane, comp., The Doane Family: Deacon John Doane, of Plymouth. . . 
(Boston: Alfred Alder Doane, 1902), 98, 162-64, 289-91. 
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between 1788 and 1804. By 1820 Barnabas Doane was listed in his own household after his father’s: he had married Thankful 
Knowles in 1814. 


Heman Doane is listed in censuses in ever-smaller households in Eastham through 1840, and he died in January 1846; his wife 
Rebecca had died in 1837. No deeds show son Barnabas as a grantee, and it is likely that his father left his homestead to his 
eldest son in his will (not located but alluded to in probate accounts). The 1858 Eastham map labels the house at this location 
“B. Doane.” The 1850 census lists Barnabas Doane as a farmer in a household with his wife Thankful and three sons—Abner, a 
carpenter; George, a mariner then at sea; and John, a laborer. Mariner John Higgins and his wife Olive had a separate 
household in the dwelling. By 1855 Abner and the Higginses had left, and Barnabas’s widowed sister Rebecca, whose husband 
Freeman Horton had died in 1852, was living with the family. 


Barnabas Doane died in 1864, and by then his children had either predeceased him or for the most part dispersed, at least three 
of them to Kansas, one to Chicago, and another to California. No deed recording the heirs’ sale of the property has yet been 
located. At some point between 1864 and 1870 Stillman Pratt Doane (born 1841), the son of Barnabas Doane’s second cousin 
John Doane (1815-93) and Abigail Cobb Doane, acquired the 1800 Bridge Road property. Stillman Doane married Catherine 
Mayo in 1864 and was a fish dealer in Providence, Rhode Island. In 1870 he sold the house, outbuildings, and twenty-five acres 
to Aaron Bradford of Acushnet for $800.2 


Though Bradford lived in Eastham for only nine years—he died suddenly in July 1879—-Cape newspapers cited him as among a 
few Eastham farmers growing “large quantities” of potatoes and turnips in 1877. And he is notable in the town’s history for 
having introduced asparagus, one of two crops (with turnips) for which Eastham became known, to the town’s farms. The 
Yarmouth Register reported of Eastham in June 1889, “The cultivation of asparagus in this town has grown to quite a business. 
About one hundred acres will be in cultivation of this plant, which was brought here by the late Aaron Bradford, who moved here 
from near New Bedford.”? By that time, according to county historian Simeon Deyo, forty acres had been planted in the town and 
were “so readily and profitably cultivated that nearly as many more have been planted.” By the early 1900s, a Boston Globe 
account reported, “the nation’s best asparagus was grown in Eastham in such quantity that, during the cutting season, two or 
three solid carloads of the delicious stuff’ was shipped to the Boston market by rail six days a week. Numerous accounts claim 
that most Eastham farmers, large and small, grew the vegetable, and the industry employed numerous women in “bunching 
houses” who worked machines that gathered a pound of spears, pressed them tightly, and bound them with a fibrous plant 
called rophia. Eastham tax records in the late 1800s and early 1900s record the existence of numerous asparagus houses. One 
1894 article in Worcester Daily Spy stated, “Every grown male person in Eastham owns an asparagus bed, and so important is 
the industry of growing the ‘grass’ for market that the town assessors, instead of laying their taxes upon the land, are said to 
place their valuation upon the number of boxes of asparagus that each man raises.” Eastham’s Fenton Sparrow recalled getting 
up early in the morning before school to cut asparagus from early May forward. By 1930 more than 250 acres in Eastham were 
planted in asparagus, and. though southern competition greatly hurt the industry beginning later in that decade, some Eastham 
farmers continued to grow it into the1990s.* 


After Aaron Bradford died his widow Julia Pierce Bradford remained in the house with a boarding farm laborer, and the next year 
(1880) she married Eastham farmer and widower Joshua Cole, born in 1834 and the son of Joshua and Clarissa Smith Cole. 
Joshua Cole died only three years later, in 1883, and in the same year Julia and her sons George P. and Frank J. Bradford sold 
the 25-acre property with its house and buildings to Wilbur S. Cole for $800.° Born in 1858, Wilbur Cole was the son of Joshua 
Cole’s older brother Josiah M. Cole and married Chatham native Eveline W. Weekes in 1898. The 1900 census shows him in 
the Bridge Road neighborhood with his wife, their infant son Sumner, Wilbur's widowed mother Mary Doane Cole, a 
housekeeper, and three boarding farm laborers. Probably about 1905 the Coles moved to Topeka, Kansas, for Wilbur’s health, 


2 Stillman P. Doane to Aaron Bradford, Acushnet, 8 June 1870, BCD 104:117. Barnstable Patriot, 21 June 1870, 2, noted that S. P. Doane had 
sold “his place in Eastham” to Bradford. 
3 Barnstable Patriot, 24 April 1877, 1; “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 15 June 1889, 4. Bradford was actually born in Rochester MA, just west 
of Acushnet and New Bedford. 
4 Simeon L. Deyo, ed., History of Barnstable County, Massachusetts, 1620-1890 (New York: H. W. Blake, 1890), 285-86; “The Asparagus 
Industry. How It is Carried on in the Town of Eastham of Cape Cod,” Worcester Daily Spy, 27 May 1894, 9, excerpted in “Growing Asparagus,” 
New England Farmer, 9 June 1894, 1; Don Wilding, A Brief History of Eastham on the Outer Beach of Cape Cod (Charleston, SC: History 
Press, 2017), 24-25. 
5 Julia A. Cole, George P. Bradford, and Frank J. Bradford to Wilbur S. Cole, 28 March 1883, BCD 153:378. 
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and he died there in October 1910.° In September 1906 he was living in Topeka when he sold 1800 Bridge Road to Chester F. 
Horton for $2000.” 


Born in 1869, Chester F. Horton was the son of Eastham fisherman Reuben H. Horton and married dressmaker Clara C. 
Knowles in 1892. He was a butcher and by 1900 a provisions dealer; he and his wife had four children—Lawrence, Amy, 
Sydney, and Mildred—between 1896 and 1906. The family is listed in the 1910 census in this neighborhood, but by 1920 they 
were living most of the year in Wakefield, where Horton was a butcher at a wholesale meat market and later manager of a 
slaughterhouse. The family spent their summers at 1800 Bridge Road until Chester Horton died in 1938. 


In 1940 the property was sold to Homer and Johanna Smith of Hillside, New Jersey. Homer Smith, the son of German 
immigrants, sold radios in New Jersey, but in Eastham he raised goats and became an active member of the Cape Cod Milk 
Goat Breeders Association in the late 1940s.° His wife Johanna was born in Germany and emigrated to the United States in 
1925. Homer Smith died by 1973, when his widow, then living in Florida, sold 1800 Bridge Road to Joachim A. and Georgia G. 
Schneider, who placed the property in living trusts in 2010.° 
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Fig.1: Map of 1979 subdivision of 14.3-acre parcel belonging to Johanna Smith. The house numbered 1800 Bridge Road is on 
Parcel C (BCP 276:9). 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View of barn from west. 
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View of water tower from NW. 
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[Delete this page if no Criteria Statement is prepared] 


National Register of Historic Places Criteria Statement Form 


Check all that apply: 
XX] Individually eligible [_] Eligible only in a historic district 


_] Contributing to a potential historic district _] Potential historic district 


Criterias [KK] A [|] B xX Cc EI D 


Criteria Considerations: [] A LE] B [EJ Cc EJ] D [J] E ~J F [] G 


Statement of Significance by Neil Larson 
The criteria that are checked in the above sections must be justified here. 


The Doane — Bradford House, a Cape Cod type dwelling built ca. 1788, appears to be significant under National 
Register Criterion C as a distinctive example of late-18""-century domestic architecture in the Town of Eastham. In 
form, plan and massing, the house embodies an evolutionary stage of the traditional New England center- 
chimney plan as it was expressed at the turn of the 19" century on Cape Cod. The house retains its one-story 
scale, gable roof free of dormers, center chimney, and a five-bay center entrance front facade, which gained 
currency over the common three-bay fagade in this period. The plan of the house includes a rear kitchen wing that 
also became popular. The property is also significant under Criterion A for its association with Aaron Bradford, 
who bought the property in 1870 and introduced asparagus growing to the town. 


Asparagus is one of two crops (with turnips) for which Eastham became known. The Yarmouth Register reported 
of Eastham in June 1889, “The cultivation of asparagus in this town has grown to quite a business. About one 
hundred acres will be in cultivation of this plant, which was brought here by the late Aaron Bradford, who moved 
here from near New Bedford.” By the early 1900s, a Boston Globe account reported, “the nation’s best asparagus 
was grown in Eastham in such quantity that, during the cutting season, two or three solid carloads of the delicious 
stuff’ was shipped to the Boston market by rail six days a week. 
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